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SUBJECT: FRG STATEMENT ON SOUTH AFRICA AND THE 
NUCLEAR QUESTION 

ON AUGUST 23, THE FONOFF PRESS OFFICE RELEASED THE 
FOLLOWING STATEMENT ON NUCLEAR DEVELOPMENTS IN SOUTH 
AFRICA: 

BEGIN TEXT 

FONMIN GENSCHER AGAIN AND URGENTLY CALLED UPON THE 
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA TO ACCEDE TO THE NONPROLIFER- 
ATION TREATY. THIS WOULD BE THE BEST WAY POSSIBLE FOR 
SOUTH AFRICA TO DISPEL FEARS THAT IT IS SEEKING NUCLEAR 
ARMAMENTS AND IS PREPARING NUCLEAR TESTS. A COUNTRY 
LIKE SOUTH AFRICA WHICH IS LOCATED IN AN AREA OF 
TENSION HAS A SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY OF MAKING QUITE 
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CLEAR THAT IT IS NOT SEEKING THE POSSESSION OF NUCLEAR 
ARMS. 

THE SPOKESMAN OF THE FONOFF GAVE THE FOLLOWING 
SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT: 

ALREADY ON AUGUST L3, 1977. FONMIN GENSCHER POINTED 
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OUT TO SOUTH AFRICAN FONMIN BOTHA THE GRAVE IMPORTANCE 
OF THIS QUESTION, WHEN THE LATTER MADE AN INTERMEDIATE 
STOP IN FRANKFURT. AT THAT TIME MINISTER GENSCHER 
SUGGESTED TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN FONMIN THAT SOUTH 
AFRICA ACCEDE TO THE NONPROLIFERATION TREATY AND 
EXPRESSED HIS GRAVE CONCERN ABOUT REPORTS OF AN 
ALLEGEDLY IMMINENT NUCLEAR TEST IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

FONMIN BOTHA COMMENTED THAT SOUTH AFRICA USES NUCLEAR 
ENERGY ONLY FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES AND DOES NOT PROPOSE 
TO UNDERTAKE ANY NUCLEAR TESTS. 

AT THE INSTRUCTION OF THE FOREIGN MINISTER, THE EMBASSY 
OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY CALLED ON THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN FOREIGN MINISTRY ON AUGUST 10, 1977 TO EXPRESS 
THE GRAVE CONCERN OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT. 

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AT THE SAME TIME TOOK UP 
CONSULTATIONS WITH FRANCE, GREAT BRITAIN AND THE UNITED 
STATES. 

IN THE MEANTIME, THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT ALSO 
ASSURED OTHER WESTERN GOVERNMENTS WHICH HAD APPROACHED 
IT ON THIS MATTER THAT NO NUCLEAR TESTS ARE CONTEM- 
PLATED. 

MEEHAN 
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